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Too close for comfort

Former thrill seeker works
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MISSOULA —A few yearsago, Chuck Bartlebaugh
took aphotograph of ayoungwoman at Yellowstone
National Park standing 10 feet infront of abull elk
whose head was submerged in the tall grass. The
woman stood with her back to theelk and waslooking
away fromthecamera

When the woman noticed Bartlebaugh and his
camerasheasked himif hewould take another shot
with her standing by the elk as she smiled toward the
camera

“1 can’t encourageyou to do that,” Bartlebaugh
answered.

“Why not?’ thewoman asked.

“Because I'm trying to get a photograph of
someonebeing gored by anelk.”

The outraged woman reported Bartlebaugh tothe
park authorities, but they wereaready well familiar with
hiswork.

“Chuck helpsusout alot devel oping brochures
that educate peopleabout wildlife,” said Kerry Gunther,
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to keep public at bay

By MARK MATTHEWS

But Bartlebaugh wasn't dwayssuch aconscientious
conservationist. Up until thelate-1970's, heraced Indy
carson tracksthroughout the country. After heretired
he searched for an occupation that would be as
gimulaing.

“Without therisk-taking activity for twoyears, | was
going bonkers,” hesaid.

With no experienceeither inwildlifebiology or with
focusing acamera, Bartlebaugh decided to becomea
professiond grizzly bear photographer.

“1 bought some gear, dressed up in an Eddie Bauer
outfit, and headed to Yellowstone,” hesaid.

Before he got himself into too much trouble, a
bartender at Cooke City set him straight.

“Thelast thing we need isanother (expletive) witha
cameragettingkilled,” hesaid.
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Accordingtothecenter’sliterature, itsgod isto“inform ol

the next generation about how to safely and responsibly

enjoy our wildlifeand wild land treasures, especially
bears” (Pagelof 3)

Abull elk appearsto beobliviousto a child in Yellowstone Park, but that
could change quickly, with tragic results for both the girl and the elk.



Bighorn sheep react nervously to two
childrenintheir midst.

Rather than run him out of
town, the bartender introduced
Bartlebaugh to the local forest
ranger who took him under his
wing. The first thing he had
Bartlebaugh dowasto changeinto
bluejeans. Then hetook himinto
the backcountry to teach him
about bears, but without the
camera

“I didn’t understand wherel
was coming from at the time,”
Bartlebaughsaid. “It wasall sef-
centeredego. | hadnointerestin
thebear other than that theanimal
would get my attention.”

Eighteen vyears later
Bartlebaugh is educating
photographersand touristsalike
on how tointeract with animalsin
away that will protect themselves,
aswell asthecritters.

“I"'m sure the ek (that the
woman posed next to) never even
saw her,” Bartlebaugh said. “If it
had looked up it might have
reacted by running her over. And
some peoplewould have blamed
theanima for smply tryingto get
away.

“Wearetraininganimastodo
inappropriate things in our
presence.”

Upto$100 milliondollarsa
year isspent on misinformation
about wildlifethroughthemedia,
Bartlebaugh says. That includes
televisonprogramsandwildlife

documentaries, magazine and
newspaper ads, and even news
stories.

For instance, in late-July,
NBC's"Dateline Sunday” featured
the story of Timothy Treadwell, a
Cdlifornianwho campsamidst the
Alaskan brown bears during the
summer and Katmai Nationa Park
near King Salmon, Alaska.

Treadwell photographs and
videotapes animals, often with
himsalf prominently exposedinthe
frame. Attimeshetriestoget close
enough to touch the 800-pound
bears. He sings to them and
whispers“| loveyou” inasoft voice
when they comeclose.

Treadwell’s spiel is that the
bears are not the evil killing
machinesthat some peopledread.
Hisassessment may be correct, but
Treadwell isnot helping the bears
with hisantics, Bartlebaugh says.

“He'spotentialy killing those
bears by habituating them to
humans,” hesaid. “He'sdoingthe
most severe damage anyone can
do.”

BartlebaughdamsTreadwell is
also spreading misinformation,
especialy when he comparesthe
brown bear to Montana sgrizzlies.

For one, the Alaska brown
bear, dthough thesame speciesand
genus, livesinanenvironment with
a larger food supply. They are
morelikely to become habituated
tohumanswhodsovigttheir fishing
spots.

Ontheother hand, Montana's
grizzly bearsare solitary wanders
who stake out up to 100-square
miles of territory to meet their
needs. Most avoid humanslikethe
plague.

During the “Dateline” show
Treadwell also said the bear
populationisup thisyear because

of awet spring that stimulated more
vegetation.

“Bear populationsjust don’t jump
up overnight with one wet spring,”
Bartlebaugh said.

Treadwell’ sbehavior had spurred
administrators at Katmai to get
regulationsin placethat would require
humansto stay at least 100 yearsfrom
bears, says spokeswoman Karen
Gusten. “Thelast thingwewant isto
have a bear get used to human
presence,” shesaid.

TheCenter for Wildlifelnformation
will soon be printing the park’s first
newsletter, much of which will be
devoted to visitor safety issues
concerningwildlife,

Bartlebaugh also works closely
with other national parksto promote
safewildlife observation habits.

“Animashaveanindividua space,
just likehumans,” said Yellowstone's
Gunther. “If you get within that space,
you get hurt.”

Thisyear bison have gored three
tourists at Yellowstone and rolled
another. “These people probably
wouldn’t dare approach abig dogin
thecity, but when they come herethey

A mountain goat turns on a teenager who got
too closein Glacier National Park.
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don’t think anything of walkinguptoa
2,000-pound bison,” Gunther said.

Wildlifephotographersexhibit some
of the most detrimental behavior
towardsanimas, Bartlebaugh says. For
ingtance, photographer Daniel Cox once
bragged to anewspaper reporter that
he usesonly 200 millimeter lensesfor
most wildlifeshots.

“Thecloser the better through,” he
told the newspaper.

It'sthe same attitude Bartlebaugh
arrived with in Montana before he
realized that animals that become
habituated to humans change the
behavior and stop exhibiting warning
sgnsuntil it'softentoo latefor aperson
toavoid adisaster.

Whenadeer flicksitstail orabison
pawstheground, itissign of stressand
people should quickly back off,
Bartlebaugh says. But animalsget too
used to humans, they may not givethe
signuntil apersonisright next to them.
Then aquick jump or head butt could
belethal.

Bartlebaugh pointsout that deer kill
more humansevery year then grizzly
bearsdo.

“Peopl e are expecting to interact
withwildlife,” hesaid. They think the
vaueof wildlifeistoentertain.

“We can set aside acre after acre
of habitat for grizzlies, but if someone
walksintherewith acookiethat draws
the bear out, we' velost alot.”
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