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From a Distance

Advocate warns against
getting too close for
creatures comfort

By SHERRYDEVLIN

The message becomes mantra when Chuck
Bartlebaugh bringshisdideshow of outdoor “do’s’
and*“don’'ts’ to grade-school classsroomsand nationa
park amphithesters.

“Too close,” shout the children as Bartlebaugh
advancestoadideof ayounggirl sniffingwildflowers,
her back turned to agrazing bull elk. “Too close,”
they shout at the photograph of touristsand tour buses,
jammed around aroadside bear.

“Theway tolovewildlifeistorespectitfroma
distance,” Bartlebaughtellsthechildren. They nod
their un-huhs. “What iswrongwiththispicture?’ he
double-checks, switchingto adideof aboy pursuing
amountain goat around astub-topped pine.

“Tooclose”

“And who isresponsiblefor your safety?’ he
continues.

“Us,” comesthecry, littlefingerspointing.

Bartlebaugh, through hisMissoul a-based Center
for Wildlife Information, triesto counter what he
estimatesto bethe $50 million Americabusinesses
pend eechyear on advertisng that inadvertently gives
peoplethewrong messages about wildlife.

Likethemagazinead severd yearsago that hoped
to attract women to Dare perfume by showing a
photograph of endangered species photographer
Dianne Blell calmly snapping shots of acharging
elephant. Or the plastic wrap commercial on
television that features a black bear sniffing pies
wrapped in competing brands.

Abull elkisa spectacular sight, but looking this closely can be
dangerous for both the animal and you, says Center for Wildlife
Information director Chuck Bartlebaugh.

“Theadvertisngindustry istelling peoplethat itisOK to
approach, touch and feed wild animals,” Bartlebaugh said.
“Itisnot.”

Themediaalso areat fault, hesaid. Bartlebaugh hasa
videotapeof the” Today” segmentinwhichMutua of Omaha's
Jm Fowler fed abow! of cereal to abear, followed by aclip
fromthe Discovery Channe program showing touristsfeeding
Cheez-Whiztotropica fish off the FloridaKeys.

(See DISTANCE, Page 2)
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D | STA N CE (cont.)

Ultimately, the reach-out-and-
touch-wildlife message manifests
itself in bad behavior -- with
occasionally disastrous
consequences, Bartlebaughsaid. His
clipfilesprovideproof.

Therewasthewoman butted by
a bighorn sheep, who later
complanedthat shewasjus sanding
next totheanima asit grazed. When
it had munched thegrassclosest her,
the sheep knocked the woman out
of theway and started on the grass
where she had been.

Or thewoman who skied along
abison grazing near Old Faithful and
motioned to friends to take her
picture. Theanimd goredthewoman,
then continued grazing. Or theman
pulled from hisRV by ablack bear
earlier seenforaging on human food
at anearby dump.

Ineach case, peopledied or were
injured. Animalsdied.

Bartlebaugh’sown volunteers,
who formed the Center for Wildlife
Information in Polebridge 14 years
ago, spent several summersquizzing
tourists along roadsides in
Yellowstone and Glacier National
Parks.

“Eighty-six percent of themtold
usthat animalsontheroad aretame,”
hesaid. “A manfrom Toledo even
went back to hiscar to show usthe
box of donutshe had brought tofeed
thegrizzly bears”

Thus, Bartlebaugh’smissionto
educate the 42 million people who
visit national parksand forestseach
year. Heisconvinced, hesaid, that
people can and do change their
behavior when they hear hiswords.

“Itisour responsibility to give
theseanimasroomtolive,” hesad.
“Wedl sharetheresponshility for our
ownsafety andfor that of theanimas
weobserveor photograph.”

The National Park Service,
Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee,
U.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceand
U.S. Forest Service all support
Bartlebaugh’scampaign Said Chris
Servheen, grizzly bear recovery
coordinator for theFishand Wildlife
Service, “If bearsaretosurvive, even
in the wilderness, they have to be
obliviousto humansand humanfood.
Wild bears don’'t come into camp
grounds at night. The bearsin the
campgrounds haveahistory of food
rewards.”

“A fed bear,” said Servheen, “is
adead bear.”

Servheen said Bartlebaugh's
messageiscriticd. “ Anythingwecan
dotoimpact public opinionwill make
adifferencefor thebears,” hesaid.

Bartlebaugh is particularly
worried by theincreaseininjuriesand
fatditiesamongwildlifephotographers
in recent years. In every case, the
photographer cametoo closeto the
animal, oftentimesagrizzly bear. And
inmost cases, thevictimwasalone.

Thereis no set distance that is
“tooclose,” sinceindividual animals
differ in their responses to human
encroachment. But therearewarning
sgns: if ananima movesaway from
you, turns its back towards you,
stopped eating, changesdirectionin
travel, stands when it is resting or
becomesaggressive.

Bearsrequire extraprecautions,
hesaid. Even1,000feet of separation
isho guarantee of safety.

“Bearscanrunasfast ashorses,”
Bartlebaughsad. “ All bearscandimb
trees. Their eyesight is better than
most people believe. A bear can
interpret direct eye contact as a
challengeor athreat.”

Wild animals in some national
parks have become accustomed to
humansandwill let peoplecomevery
close -- “too close,” Bartlebaugh
reminds-- beforereacting. They are
not, however, tame.

“I1t only meansthat when fight or
flightischosen, it may betoo latefor
thehumanto retreat to asafedistance,”
hesaid.

Buffaolook dow, but arevery fadt.
They a so have short tempersand will
stomp or gore bystandersif they feel
threatened. Moose will charge --
running, kicking and ssomping-- when
they fed threatened. And something
assmall asadog’'s bark can provide
the provocation, Bartlebaugh said.

“Every year now, thereisat least
one death caused by a deer kicking,
butting or goring ahuman,” he added.
“Bighorn shesp and mountaingoatsaso
will butt people. Thisisanorma form
of communicationfor them.”

The animals also suffer. Park
officidsoften must kill bearshabituated
to humanfood, for fear they will attack
visitors. Animalsfleeing humanscan
abandon nests, runintotraffic, losethelr
footing on cliffs or abandon an
important food source.

“We vegot tomaintainaplacefor
theseanimals,” said Servheen, “if we
want to maintainthethingsthat giveus
our identity and our sense of place.
WE vegot to givethemroomto bewild
animas”
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A View With Some Room

Teach child that they can
protect wildlife by protecting
themselves, Chuck
Bartlebaugh tells parents.
Wild animals pose special
dangers:
$ Children are the same

size as some predators’

natural prey.

$ Children should always
be within immediate sight
and reach.

$ Children should be told
not to play in or near
dense brush.

$ Children should not make
animal-like sounds while
hiking or playing.

$ Children should be
warned not to approach
animals, especially baby
animals.

$ Children should never be
encouraged to pet, feed
or pose for photograph
with animals in the wild,
even if they appear tame.

“A fed bear is a dead
bear,” says grizzly bear
recovery coordinator Chris

Servheen, who works with
Bartlebaugh'’s group to teach the
dangers of feeding animals. To

$ Animals that are fed along

roadways tend to frequent
road sides, hoping for more
handouts. The result: car-
animal crashes.

Animals that become
accustomed to human food
may eat aluminum foil,
plastic and other wrappings.
The result: severe damage
to digestive systems, often
causing death.

Most animals’ digestive
systems are not
accustomed to human food.
A poor, human-food diet
results in tooth decay,
ulcers, malformations,
arthritis and other diseases.
If garbage has an odor,
animals may try to eat it. Do
not leave boxes, wrappers
or cans or any type where
animals can find them. That
includes film and cigarette
packages.

"CHUCK BARTLEBAUGH

Hopping out of a vehicleto get a better look may be tempting, but just because an

animal is near aroad does not mean it istame.

Himself a nature

photographer, Chuck
Bartlebaugh has special words
of warning for photographers,
amateur and professional alike:

$

All animals should be
photographed from a vehicle
observation area or from a
distance with 400 mm or
longer lens.

Remain alert to potential
dangers in your eagerness
to take the perfect photo;
500 to 1,000 feet is
recommended to avoid
provoking large animals.
Never surprise an animal.
Retreat at any sign of stress
or aggression.

Avoid direct eye contact,
even through the lens.

Don’t crouch or take a
stance that may appear
aggressive to a wild animal.
Avoid following or chasing,
les the animal respond by
charging you.

Never try to herd an animal
to a different location.

Don’'t make sounds to
startle animals, especially
animal-like sounds or wails.
Never surround or crowd an
animal.

Avoid occupied dens and
nests.

Watch other people in the
area. Are they putting you in
danger?

Stay out of dense brush.
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